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Reproductive Biology of Flower Mantids, Creobrother gemmatus Stoll
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ABSTRACT

The reproductive biology of Flower Mantids, Creobrother gemmatus Stoll was studied. Two
female insects carrying eggs in their abdomen were collected from Sai Yok National Park,
Kanchanaburi Province and , in order to obtain more mantids for experiments they were allowed to lay
eggs in the laboratory at the Living Insect Collection of Kasetsart University, Kamphaengsaen
Campus. The hatching of eggs and the development of nymphs of 15 female mantids were
investigated. The results were as follows. The fifteen female mantids laid their eggs in oothecae on
stick and the eggs took 24.0 + 2.4 days to hatch out 8.4+2.2 nymphs per oothecae on the average.
Complete oviposition of a female in an ootheca took 45 min. to 1 hr. The average size of ootheca, from
the measurement of 36 oothecae, was 4.4 + 0.2 mm. width 37.7 £ 4.8 mm. length and 3.0 mm.
height.The development of 50 newly emerged nymphs fed on alive crickets was followed. They took 6
development stages to reach adulthood. The numbers of days of the 6 consecutive development
stages were 8.6+1.8, 8.1+£2.3, 37.8+3.3, 48.5+£1.6, 59.9+3.5 and 13.6+4.1, respectively. At the end of

the study, the insect specimens were stuffed and deposited at the above mentioned Collection.
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